
Syndromicsurveillancecandetecthealththreatsearlierthanregularreportingsystems. Emergencymedicalservicesystems(EMS)and

emergencydepartments(ED)acrossEuroperoutinelycollectelectronicdatathatprovidestheopportunitytobeusedfornearrealtime

syndromicsurveillanceof communicableandnon-communicablehealththreatssuchasheat-relatedor influenzalikeillnesses. The

EuropeanCommissionco-fundedprojectSIDARTHa(projecttime: June2008-December2010) willforthefirsttimesystematicallyexplore

theuseofemergencydataforsyndromicsurveillanceinEurope.

Generalobjective

To conceptualise,develop,implement/test and

evaluatethe EmergencyData-basedSystemfor

Informationon,DetectionandAnalysisof Risksand

Threatsto Health(SIDARTHa), a Europeansyndromic

surveillancesystem.

Expectedoutcome

Improvementof timelinessandcost-effectivenessof

Europeanand nationalhealth surveillanceby

providinga basis for systematicsyndromic

surveillancethatsupplementstheexistingsurveillance

structures.

Methodsandmeans

Duringthe conceptualisationphase,informationon

internationalstate-of-the-art health surveillance

andhealthsurveillancepracticeinEuropeis brought

YouareinterestedintheEuropeanprojectorinusingthesyndromicsurveillancesystemSIDARTHa.

Youwouldliketobeinformedaboutthedevelopmentofsyndromicsurveillancesystems.

togetherwiththe possibilitiesof emergencydatafor

detectionof healththreatsandspecificpublichealth

authorityneedsfor features. Onthisbasisthe web-

GeographicInformation-System(GIS)-basedsurveillance

systemSIDARTHawillbetestedandevaluatedduringthe

implementationphase.

Theprojectgroupconstitutesahigh-levelexpertpanelof

emergencyprofessionals,publichealthexpertsand

healthauthorityrepresentativesunderguidanceof an

interdisciplinarysteeringcommittee. A sequenceof

focusedmethodssuchasgroupdiscussions,Strengths-

Weaknesses- Opportunities- Threatsanalysisofexisting

procedures,half-standardisedsurveystoseekinputfrom

potentialfutures users, statisticalanalysesand

modelling,andgeo-processingmethodswillbeapplied.
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Routine data from (i) emergency

medical dispatch centres, (ii) 

ambulance run-sheets and (iii) 

emergency department information

systems

is analysed for spatial and temporal 

abberations at the local level. 

SIDARTHa alerts emergency care professionals and local

public health authorities if a threshold is exceeded;

Via national authorities the European Commission, ECDC and

WHO are informed about local and cross-border alerts;

SIDARTHa only complements

but does not replace any existing system.
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